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Women’s poll taken before Tuesday’s games;
times p.m. Eastern

1. Baylor (25-0)

Points: 775 (31 first-place votes). Previous ranking
(PR): 1. Upcoming: Today at Oklahoma State, Saturday vs.
Texas Tech, Feb. 21 vs. Texas. Last week: Beat then-No. 14
Texas A&RM 71-48.

2. Connecticut (24-2)

Points: 740. PR: 3. Upcoming: Saturday vs. St. John’s,
Feb. 21 at Pittsburgh. Last week: Beat then-No. 17 Louis-
ville 56-46, beat then-No. 13 Georgetown 80-38, beat
Oklahoma 73-55.

3. Stanford (22-1)

Points: 702. PR: 4. Upcoming: Thursday at Oregon
State, Saturday at Oregon. Last week: Beat Southern
California 69-52, beat UCLA 82-59.

4. Notre Dame (25-2)

Points: 693. PR: 2. Tuesday: Beat Providence 66-47.
Upcoming: Monday at No. 16 Louisville (ESPN, 2). Last
weelc Beat Syracuse 74-55, lost to West Virginia 65-63.

5. Duke (21-3)

Points: 649. PR: 5. Upcoming: Today vs. Virginia Tech,
Sunday at No. 7 Maryland (ESPN2, 3). Last week: Beat
Boston College 71-62, beat Florida State 67-57.

6. Miami (Fla.) (22-3)

Points: 626. PR: 6. Upcoming: Thursday at North
Carolina State, Sunday vs. Florida State. Last week: Beat
North Carolina 61-37, beat then-No. 8 Maryland 76-74.

7. Maryland (21-4)

Points: 570. PR: 8. Upcoming: Thursday at Virginia,
Sunday vs. No. 5 Duke (ESPN2, 3). Last week: Beat
Clemson 91-61, lost to No. 6 Miami (Fla.) 76-74.

8. Kentucky (21-4)

Points: 528. PR: 7. Upcoming: Thursday at Alabama,
Monday vs. No. 24 Vanderbilt (ESPN2, 9). Last week: Lost
to then-No. 11 Tennessee 91-54.

9. Delaware (22-1)

Points: 497. PR: 12. Upcoming: Thursday at Hofstra,
Sunday at Drexel. Last week: Beat Old Dominion 76-63,
beat Georgia State 94-56.

10. Tennessee (18-7)

Points: 484. PR: 11. Upcoming: Thursday at Mississippi
State, Sunday at Mississippi. Last week: Lost to then-
No. 25 Vanderbilt 93-79, beat then-No. 7 Kentucky 91-54.

11. Ohio State (22-3)

Points: 473. PR: 10. Upcoming: Thursday vs. Indiana,
Monday at No. 17 Penn State (ESPN2, 7). Last week: Lost
to Illinois 66-65, beat No. 19 Purdue 80-71.

12. Wisconsin-Green Bay (21-1)

Points: 406. PR: 9. Upcoming: Thursday at Cleveland
State, Saturday at Youngstown State. Last week: Lost to
Detroit 70-58, beat Wright State 64-59.

13. Texas A&M (18-6)

Points: 398. PR: 14. Tuesday: Beat Missouri 56-52.
Upcoming: Saturday vs. Oklahoma State, Feb. 21 vs. Okla-
homa. Last week: Beat Kansas State 67-36, lost to No. 1
Baylor 71-48.

14. Georgetown (20-6)

Points: 395. PR: 13. Tuesday: Beat Villanova 60-54.
Upcoming: Saturday vs. Providence. Last week: Beat
Seton Hall 56-51, lost to then-No. 3 Connecticut 80-38.

15. Georgia (19-6)

Points: 300. PR: 20. Upcoming: Thursday at South
Carolina, Sunday at Florida (ESPNU, 3:30). Last week:
Beat then-No. 25 Vanderbilt 76-63.

16. Louisville (19-7)

Points: 279. PR: 17. Tuesday: Beat Pittsburgh 71-66 in
OT. Upcoming: Monday vs. No. 4 Notre Dame (ESPN, 2).
Last week: Lost to then-No. 3 Connecticut 56-46, beat
Syracuse 89-62.

17. Penn State (20-5)

Points: 254. PR: 21. Upcoming: Thursday at No. 19
Purdue (BTN, 6), Monday vs. No. 11 Ohio State (ESPN2, 7).
Last week: Beat Wisconsin 69-54, beat Northwestern
77-63.

18. Rutgers (17-7)

Points: 211. PR: 16. Upcoming: Today at West Virginia,
Saturday at Villanova, Feb. 21 vs. Seton Hall. Last week:
Lost to St. John’s 61-52.

19. Purdue (19-6)

Points: 209. PR: 19. Upcoming: Thursday vs. No. 17
Penn State (BTN, 6), Sunday at Michigan State (ESPN2, 5 ).
Last week: Lost to then-No. 10 Ohio State 80-71.

20. DePaul (19-7)

Points: 170. PR: 22. Upcoming: Saturday at West
Virginia, Feb. 21 vs. Syracuse (CBS Sports Net, 9). Last
week: Beat Villanova 79-73, beat Marquette 71-59.

21. Nebraska (19-5)

Points: 148. PR: 15. Up-
coming: Thursday vs. North-
western, Sunday vs. Wiscon- .:&
sin (BTN, 2). Last week: Lost to
Michigan 63-52, lost to Min-
nesota 64-58.

22. Ga. Tech (18-7)

Points: 136. PR: 23. Up-
coming: Thursday at Wake
Forest, Sunday vs. Boston Col-
lege. Last week: Beat North
Carolina 56-54.

23. Gonzaga (22-4)

Points: 116. PR: 18. Upcoming: Thursday vs. Santa
Clara, Saturday vs. Pepperdine. Last week: Lost to Brigh-
am Young 70-40, beat San Francisco 79-59.

24. Vanderbilt (19-6)

Points: 62. PR: 25. Upcoming: Thursday vs. Florida,
Monday at No. 8 Kentucky (ESPN2, 9). Last week: Beat
then-No. 11 Tennessee 93-79, lost to then-No. 20 Georgia
76-63.

25. St. Bonaventure (24-2)

Points: 56. PR: not ranked. Upcoming: Saturday vs.
Xavier (CBS Sports Net, 2). Last week: Beat Massachusetts

69-54, beat Dayton 56-55.

Dropped out: No. 24 South Carolina.

Others receiving votes: West Virginia (18-6) 39; South Carolina
(19-6) 38; Texas-El Paso (22-2) 22; Florida Gulf Coast (23-2) 20; Middle
Tennessee (21-5) 20; Brigham Young (22-4) 18; St. John’s (17-8) 12;
Arkansas (19-5) 10; Fresno State (20-4) 8; Princeton (17-4) 6; California
(18-7) 3; Oklahoma (16-8) 2.

The USA TODAY/ESPN board of coaches is made up of 31 head coaches at
Division I institutions. All are members of the Women'’s Basketball
Coaches Association.
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Examiner: Alcohol level no factor

Love’s brain.
trauma detailed

By Erik Brady
USA TODAY

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. — The
medical examiner who conducted
Yeardley Love’s autopsy testified
Tuesday that her blood alcohol level
of 0.14 did not have an influence on
her death.

Assistant chief medical examiner
William T. Gormley also said the
small amount of amphetamine
found in Love’s system was “in the
therapeutic range” for someone
with a prescription for Adderall and
likewise not a factor in her death.

Defense attorneys have suggested
Love could have died from a combi-
nation of alcohol and Adderall lead-
ing to cardiac arrest. Gormley testi-
fied that blood-alcohol levels associ-
ated with death are likely to be in
the range of 0.40 or above.

Gormley said Love died of blunt
force trauma to the head. George
Huguely V is charged with first-de-
gree murder and five other charges.
The prosecution contends Huguely,
a former Virginia lacrosse player,
kicked in the door to Love’s bed-
room in May 2010 and shook his
former girlfriend so violently that
her head knocked against the wall.
Huguely pleaded not guilty. Love
also played lacrosse for Virginia.

Under questioning from prosecu-
tor Warren D. Chapman, Gormley
explained the difference between
cause of death and mechanism of
death. He said the cause is an injury
or disease or anatomical defect that
starts the chain of events that leads
to the mechanism of death, typically
cardiac arrhythmia, cardiac arrest or
respiratory arrest.

Christine E. Fuller, who dissected
Yeardley Love’s brain, testified that
Love took an impact of such force
that blood vessels in her brain hem-

orrhaged. The neuropathologist
from Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity said Love’s injuries were of
the sort that might occur in an auto-
mobile crash — or a punch that
knocked a head against a wall.
Fuller said torque from sudden
acceleration and  deceleration
causes soft brain tissue to collide
with bony surfaces inside the skull.
She said this kind of injury does not
happen in a fall unless it is from a
height and not from ground level.
Defense attorneys, who say Love’s
death was a tragic accident, suggest-
ed brain trauma could have oc-
curred during a fall to the bedroom
floor. They also suggested brain
hemorrhages could have occurred
during CPR efforts to revive her. Full-
er said she did not believe either was

By Andrew Shurtleff, The (Charlottesville, Va.) Daily Progress, via AP

Support for defendant: Friends and family of George Huguely V walk to the Charlottesville Circuit Court on Tues-
day. Huguely, a former Virginia lacrosse player, is accused of killing Yeardley Love in May 2010.

possible in this case.

M. Beatriz S. Lopes, who also stud-
ied Love’s brain, testified that Love’s
injuries would have slowed breath-
ing and could have led to cardiac
arrest. Lopes, of Virginia's School of
Medicine, said her testing showed
changes in Love’s brain that would
have taken two hours or more be-
tween injury and death.

Love’s downstairs neighbor heard
a crash from her room around mid-
night, according to her testimony
last week. Love’s roommate found
her facedown in her bloodied pillow
about two hours later, according to
the roommate’s testimony.

Huguely told police in an inter-
view hours after Love’s death that
he might have shaken her but did
not cause injuries severe enough to

kill her. Huguely told police he came
to her room to talk about their
relationship.

Fuller gave the jury a tutorial on
the workings of the brain, using a
model of the human brain and pho-
tographs of sections of Love’s brain,
which were visible to the jury and
the court but not to spectators.

Fuller said injuries to Love’s brain
could have been caused by being
punched against a wall or other sur-
face. Defense attorney Rhonda
Quagliana asked why she men-
tioned a wall. Fuller called it “the
most obvious thing” but conceded
she did not know how Love suffered
her injuries. Quagliana also asked
Fuller why she mentioned a punch.
Fuller said because of bruising
around Love’s right eye.

Florida handles depleted Alabama

Slumping Virginia
loses at Clemson

From wire reports

Patric Young took advantage of
Alabama’s suspension-depleted
frontcourt with 19 points as No. 12
Florida beat the Crimson Tide 61-52
Tuesday in Tuscaloosa, Ala.

The Gators (20-6, 8-3 Southeast-
ern Conference) scored the first 16

Basketball roundup

points of the second half to turn a tie
score into a comfortable win after
losing two consecutive games.

The Crimson Tide (16-9, 5-6) have
lost two in a row without top two
scorers and rebounders JaMychal
Green and Tony Mitchell, who are
on indefinite suspension. Guards
Trevor Releford and Andrew Steele
rejoined the team and the starting
lineup after being held out for the
LSU game.

Young scored 12 in the second
half despite heading to the bench
with four fouls halfway through and
fouling out late. He finished 9-for-12
from the field.

Erik Murphy and Bradley Beal
scored 14 points apiece. Murphy
made four of seven three-pointers.

Steele led Alabama with 11
points. Charles Hankerson Jr. added
nine points, while Releford scored
eight, all in the first half, and had
three steals.

The Tide had to turn to little-used
big men Carl Engstrom and Moussa
Gueye after freshman starter Nick
Jacobs drew two quick fouls. Jacobs
only played seven minutes.

It proved a post mismatch, but the
Gators also forced 18 turnovers, in-
cluding several on errant passes and
poor communication. Levi Ran-
dolph, 6-5, helped Alabama to a
34-32 rebounding edge with nine
boards.

Florida wasn'’t at full-strength ei-
ther with key subs Will Yeguete
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Inside edge: Florida forward Erik Murphy drives to the basket against
Alabama center Carl Engstrom. Murphy had 14 points in the win.

(concussion) and Mike Rosario
(bruised hip) out.

The Gators came out firing in the
second half.

Murphy opened with a three-
pointer and Young hit four baskets
inside, including a pair of dunks dur-
ing the Gators’ five-minute surge
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By Robert Sutton, AP

that put them up 42-26 and forced
Tide coach Anthony Grant to burn a
pair of timeouts against his mentor
and former boss, Billy Donovan.
Clemson 60, No. 22 Virginia 48:
Andre Young and Tanner Smith
scored 13 points each as the Tigers
held the Cavaliers to their lowest

point total this season.

Clemson (13-12, 5-6 Atlantic
Coast) took control with an 18-9 run
over the final eight minutes to give
Virginia (19-6, 6-5) its second loss in
a row. The Cavaliers looked out of
synch with outside threat Joe Harris
playing in a cast after breaking his
left hand in a loss to North Carolina
last Saturday.

Harris came in averaging 12
points a game but was limited to
two points on 1-for-5 shooting.

Jontel Evans led the Cavaliers
with 17 points, and Mike Scott fin-
ished with 13, four below his team-
leading average.

Women

No. 4 Notre Dame 66, Provi-
dence 47: Devereaux Peters had 19
points and 11 rebounds to lead the
Fighting Irish at home.

Skylar Diggins finished with 19
points and seven assists for Notre
Dame (25-2, 12-1 Big East), which
shot 48% from the field and ou-
trebounded the Friars 41-25. Peters’
eighth double-double of the season
helped the Irish outscore Providence
40-26 in the paint.

Providence (13-13, 5-8) played
much of the first half without lead-
ing scorer and rebounder Teya
Wright, who appeared to injure her
ankle early in the game and was
held to five points and three re-
bounds in 24 minutes of play.

Rachel Barnes scored 16 for Provi-
dence.

No. 14 Georgetown 60, Villanova
54: Sugar Rodgers scored 19 points
and the visiting Hoyas held off the
Wildcats.

The Hoyas (20-6, 9-4 Big East)
were outshot 41.9% (18 of 43) to
34.4% (21 of 61) from the field but
took advantage of Villanova’s mis-
takes.

The Wildcats (15-11, 5-8) pulled
within two points, 31-29, with
12:59 to play but Georgetown went
on an 11-3 run, highlighted by two
threes from Rodgers and two layups
by Alexa Roche.

West Va. Big 12-bound after settling with Big East

From staff and wire reports

West Virginia University an-
nounced Tuesday that it had settled
a lawsuit with the Big East for an
unspecified amount, clearing the
way for the school to join the Big 12
in time for the 2012 football season.

A person familiar with
the agreement told the
Associated Press the set-
tlement totaled $20 million but did
not know how much would come
from WVU and how much the Big 12
might provide. The person spoke on
condition of anonymity because fi-
nancial terms were not announced.

WVU athletics director Oliver
Luck said the money would come
from only private sources and mon-
ey that athletics raised indepen-

Notes

dently. WVU already has paid half of
the required $5 million exit fee.

The Big 12 didn’t immediately
comment, but the conference re-
leased its football schedule about an
hour after the announcement. West
Virginia will make its Big 12 debut
Sept. 29 at home against Baylor.

WVU sued in November, chal-
lenging Big East bylaws in a bid to
join the Big 12 for the 2012 season.

The Big East countersued four
days later, arguing WVU had
breached its contract with the
league and should remain in the Big
East for 27 months as required in
bylaws.

Big East Commissioner John Mar-
inatto repeatedly had said West Vir-
ginia would not be allowed to leave
until the 2014 football season. But in

a statement Tuesday, he said the
board of directors agreed to the deal
because WVU was willing to drop its
suit and pay an exit fee “well in
excess of that required by the by-
laws.”

But the Big East still must figure
out next season. Pittsburgh and Syr-
acuse announced in September that
they were leaving for the Atlantic
Coast Conference.

Marinatto said he “would not be
open to a conversation” with either
program about departing this year.
“But given the strength and speed of
our expansion efforts, I think our
board might be open to a discussion
about 2013.”

For now, the Big East is left with
seven football teams for 2012.

“There are challenges on the table

right now,” Marinatto said. “We'’re
looking at various scenarios in order
to address that.”

Possibilities include an eight-
team league next season, he said.

Sun Belt boss: Karl Benson, a con-
ference commissioner for two dec-
ades in the Mid-American and
Western Athletic, will be announced
as the Sun Belt’s next commissioner
Thursday, according to an official
with knowledge of the situation.
That person spoke to USA TODAY on
the condition of anonymity because
he wasn't authorized to disclose the
appointment. Benson, 60, will take
over April 1, succeeding retiring
Wright Waters.

Contributing: Steve Wieberg

USA TODAY W
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What
are the
‘ereatest’

books
for kids?

Top 100 list will
spark a debate

By Bob Minzesheimer
USATODAY

harlotte’s ~ Web,  E.B.

White’s 60-year-old nov-

el about how a deter-

mined farm girl and a no-

ble, vocabulary-building

spider save a naive runt
of a pig, is No. 1 on a new list of the
“100 Greatest Books for Kids.”

The rankings, released today by
Scholastic Parent & Child magazine,
are aimed at “generating controver-
sy and conversation,” says Nick
Friedman, the magazine’s editor in
chief.

In that spirit, why is J.K. Rowling’s
groundbreaking debut, Harry Potter
and the Sorcerer’s Stone, only No. 6,
chosen to represent the entire se-
ries? It’'s “undoubtedly one of the
greatest in history,” Friedman says,
but “it is only 15 years old and hasn’t
had time to be as firmly established.”

Beyond literary merit and pop-
ularity, he says, the list was chosen to
include a variety of genres for differ-
ent ages — from infants to middle-
schoolers — and to be “culturally
representative.”

A team of literacy experts and
“mom bloggers” nominated nearly
500 titles. Friedman and four other
editors at the magazine made the
final decisions.

The judges’ toughest choice, he
says, was between Charlotte’s Web
and Goodnight Moon, the 1947 pic-
ture book by Margaret Wise Brown,
illustrated by Clement Hurd, as No. 1.
Charlotte’s Web emerged as “a bit
more sophisticated.”

Friedman welcomes “comments
and complaints.” The list includes Dr.
Seuss’ Green Eggs and Ham (No. 7),
but not The Cat in the Hat. It omits
classics such as Laura Ingalls Wild-
er’s Little House series and J.R.R. Tol-
kien’s The Hobbit. Stephenie Meyer’s
best-selling Twilight series was con-
sidered “too mature.”

Scholastic, which publishes books
as well as the magazine, has 14 titles
on the list, including No. 33, Suzanne
Collins’ best seller The Hunger Games.
Friedman says the judges looked at
the books and not their publishers.

Also named are 10 “superlative
award” winners, including the fol-
lowing (overall rankings in the top
100 are in parentheses):

» Best Read-Aloud: Mo Willems’
Don'’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!
(28).

» Most Beautifully Illustrated:
Jerry Pinkney’s The Lion and the
Mouse (61).

» Most Relatable Character: Jeff
Kinney’s Diary of a Wimpy Kid
(38).

» Most Side-Splitting Hilarious:
Dav Pilkey’s The Adventures of
Captain Underpants (97).
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Books

The top 100 for children

The 100 “Greatest Books for Kids,” ranked by Scholastic

Parent & Child magazine:
1 Charlotte’s Web E.B. White
2 Goodnight Moon Margaret Wise Brown
3 A Wrinkle in Time Madeleine L’Engle
4 The Snowy Day Ezra Jacks Keats
5 Where the Wild Things Are Maurice Sendak
6 Harry Potter J.K. Rowling
and the Sorcerer’s Stone
7 Green Eggs and Ham Dr. Seuss
8 The Diary of a Young Girl Anne Frank
9 The Giving Tree Shel Silverstein
10 Frog and Toad Are Friends Arnold Lobel
11 Anne of Green Gables L.M. Montgomery
12 The Very Hungry Caterpillar Eric Carle
13 Madeline Ludwig Bemelmans
14 The Wind in the Willows Kenneth Grahame
15 The Dot Peter H. Reynolds
16 Tuck Everlasting Natalie Babbitt
17 Pat the Bunny Dorothy Kunhardt
18 When Marian Sang Pam Munoz Ryan
19 Knuffle Bunny: Mo Willems
A Cautionary Tale
20 Where the Sidewalk Ends Shel Silverstein
21 Bud, Not Buddy Christopher Paul
Curtis
22 Corduroy Don Freeman
23 The Phantom Tollbooth Norton Juster
24 The Little Engine That Could Watty Piper
25 The Giver Lois Lowry
26 Where the Mountain Grace Lin
Meets the Moon
27 Black on White Tana Hoban
28 Don’t Let the Pigeon Mo Willems
Drive the Bus!
29 Are You There God? Judy Blume
It's Me, Margaret.
30 My Rotten Redheaded Patricia Polacco
Older Brother
31 The Mitten Jan Brett
32 The Runaway Bunny Margaret Wise Brown
33 The Hunger Games Suzanne Collins
34 Swimmy Leo Lionni
35 Freight Train Donald Crews
36 The Secret Garden Frances Hodgson
Burnett
37 The Little Mouse, Don & Audrey Wood
the Red Ripe Strawberry,
and the Big Hungry Bear
38 Diary of a Wimpy Kid Jeff Kinney
39 Zen Shorts John J. Muth
40 Moo, Baa, La La La! Sandra Boynton
41 Matilda Roald Dahl
42 What Do People Do All Day? Richard Scarry
43 The Lion, the Witch CS. Lewis
and the Wardrobe
44 Good Night, Gorilla Peggy Rathmann
45 The Composition Antonio Skarmeta
46 Nota Box Antoinette Portis
47 Brown Bear, Brown Bear, Bill Martin Jr.
What Do You See? & Eric Carle
48 Hatchet Gary Paulsen
49 Martin’s Big Words Doreen Rappaport
50 Sarah, Plain and Tall Patricia MacLachlan
51 Sylvia Long’s Mother Goose Sylvia Long
52 The Lightning Thief Rick Riordan
53 The House at Pooh Corner A.A. Milne
54 Through My Eyes Ruby Bridges
55 Smile! Roberta Grobel
Intrater
56 Living Sunlight Molly Bang
& Penny Chisholm
57 The Bad Beginning Lemony Snicket
58 Harvesting Hope: Kathleen Krull
The Story of Cesar Chavez
59 DearJuno Soyung Pak
60 Head, Shoulders, Knees, Annie Kubler
and Toes ...
61 The Lion and the Mouse Jerry Pinkney
62 Diary ofa Worm Doreen Cronin
63 The Invention of Hugo Cabret Brian Selznick
64 My Truck Is Stuck! Kevin Lewis
65 Birds Kevin Henkes
66 The Maze of Bones Rick Riordan
67 Esperanza Rising Pam Munoz Ryan
68 Counting Kisses: Karen Katz
A Kiss & Read Book
69 The Magic School Bus Joanna Cole
at the Waterworks
70 Blackout John Rocco
71 Bridge to Terabithia Katherine Paterson
72 Are You My Mother? P.D. Eastman
73 Tea With Milk Allen Say
74 Owl Moon Jane Yolen
75 Holes Louis Sachar
76 Peek-a Who? Nina Laden
77 Hi! Fly Guy Tedd Arnold
78 Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH ~ Robert O'Brien
79 Llama Llama Red Pajama Anna Dewdney
80 What Do You Do Steve Jenkins
With a Tail Like This? & Robin Page
81 Lincoln: A Photobiography Russell Freedman
82 [lvy +Bean Annie Barrows
83 Yoko Rosemary Wells
84 No No Yes Yes Leslie Patricelli
85 Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing Judy Blume
86 Interrupting Chicken David Ezra Stein
87 Rules Cynthia Lord
88 Grumpy Bird Jeremy Tankard
89 An Egg s Quiet Dianna Hutts Aston
90 Puss in Boots Charles Perrault
91 Team Moon: How 400,000 People ~ Catherine Thimmesh
Landed Apollo 11 on the Moon
92 What Shall We Do Cressida Cowell
With the Boo Hoo Baby?
93 We the Kids: The Preamble to the ~ David Catrow
Constitution of the United States
94 [ Took the Moon for a Walk Carolyn Curtis
95 A Single Shard Linda Sue Park
96 Gossie Olivier Dunrea
97 The Adventures Dav Pilkey
of Captain Underpants
98 First Words Roger Priddy
99 Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices  Paul Fleischman
100 Animalia Graeme Base

Filmgoers
will espy
Reese’s
sexy side

Continued from 8B

(jokes) ... tourethra(jokes). ...
It was just incredible.”

To score a PG-13 rating, War’s
dirtiest lines were cut at the re-
quest of the Motion Picture Asso-
ciation of America, but they “did
make it into the UK. one,” says
Hardy, whose cheeky bromance
with FDR crumbles after his char-
acter, Tuck, stumbles upon Lau-
ren’s picture on an online dating
website. In time, both are desper-
ate to win her over.

Eye candy is abundant in the
action-meets-rom-com film, and
audiences are treated to a sexier
look from Witherspoon, one that
director McG (Charlie’s Angels,
Terminator: Salvation) terms “a lit-
tle more Brigitte Bardot and Ra-
quel Welch.”

“That’s really her on the
countertop in her Agent Provoca-
teur underwear, making out with
a shirtless Chris Pine and then
doing it again with Tom
Hardy,” he says.

And owning it.

“She’s super-foxy, and
she always plays that
down,” the director says. But this
time around, “she wanted to go
for it. You see her dancing around
in a sweatshirt and her butt’s
peeking out, and it's adorable.
Those are the moments that you
say, ‘Wow, she’s really sexy, and I
would fight for that.””

As for those femme fatale shots
and her wardrobe of body-
conscious dresses, “it's all McG’s
fault,” Witherspoon says. But
that's not to say she couldn’t re-
late to her character’s predica-
ment: Witherspoon shot the
movie three months after com-
pleting Water for Elephants, long
before she married agent Jim
Toth of the Creative Artists Agen-
cy in March. “I was a single girl
when I made the movie. It wasn'’t
much of a stretch. This wasn’t a
hard job.”

But it was a physical one. War is
Witherspoon’s first action movie,
and she makes the most of it,
swinging on a trapeze with Har-
dy, gamely climbing up a dan-
gling car and even, McG says, rip-
ping her finger wide open on a
broken headlight during an
adrenaline-racing stunt.

Physical prep work

For this trio, getting into action
shape took on different forms.

Before filming, “I was getting
really into yoga,” says Pine, who's
busy these days reprising his role rior.
of Captain Kirk with the new Star
Trek movie back in production.
Playing FDR, “a complete hedo-
nist and lover of life,” Pine
“stopped lifting weights and I lost
a bunch of weight and I was feel-
ing really healthy.”

Hardy, sporting a longish beard
in preparation for his upcoming
Mad Max shoot, had a different
tactic. “Cake, sugar, cigarettes,”
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ago at a party.

says the English actor, whose tat-
tooed torso, ripped underneath a
tight black T-shirt, is decidedly
void of pastry evidence.

Hardy says there was a method
to the caloric madness: He was
trying to lose some of his cage-
fighting Warrior bulk when he
signed onto War. (He has since
quit smoking out of necessity, to
train as the villain Bane for The
Dark Knight, due this summer.)

Witherspoon says that as an
actor, “you never know what
your next thing is going to be.
Somebody could ask (Hardy) to

gain 40 pounds or be com-
emaciated. You
have to figure it out pretty
fast. For me, I just try to
stay healthy all the time. It’s
important. I run a lot.”

Assembling the right dynamic
for this Mr. and Mrs. Smith-style
spy movie meant that after With-
erspoon signed on, McG went on
an alpha manhunt.

McG showed up at Chateau
Marmont to meet Pine with a
paper bag under his arm. As Pine
and screenwriter Simon Kinberg
spit-balled ideas, “McG was si-
lently picking up out of the bag
different pictures that were the
archetypes of the film,” says Pine,
including shots of Butch Cassidy
and the Sundance Kid, Nick Nolte
and Eddie Murphy in 48 Hours,
and Maverick and Goose from
Top Gun. “He really wanted to
make a great buddy picture.”

McG then flew to London to
persuade Hardy to try on his “de-
cidedly Americana, pop film,” and
showed Hardy initial scenes of
the movie on his iPad at the Soho
House. “The guy’s a monster. We
know what he can do with his
acting,” McG says. Plus, “he looks
like the love child of Marlon Bran-
do and Paul Newman.”

Hardy liked what he saw. “I
really liked to play against the fact
that we're doing a spy movie in a
rom-com,” says the actor, who’s
known for a more serious on-
screen persona, thanks to his
work in films such as Inception,
Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy and War-

Casting Lauren’s brash best
friend was Witherspoon’s job.
She says there was no one better
for the mouthy role than Handler,
whom she befriended two years

Lauren is “a very decisive per-
son within her work, but then
romantically, she’s sort of a disas-
ter and can’t decide anything,”
says Witherspoon, “so she goes to

By Kimberley French, 20th Century Fox

PG-13-rated War story: Lauren (Reese Witherspoon) is caught be-
tween two secret agents, FDR (Chris Pine, left) and Tuck (Tom Hardy).

Chelsea Handler for advice.”

Some very salty advice.

“Sex tie-breaker!” Handler
hoots in the film when Lauren
admits she’s torn between the
chiseled undercover agents.

Handler says some of her jokes
would stop Witherspoon in her
tracks. “Reese is very profession-
al, and I'm completely unprofes-
sional, so the two of us working
together was perfect,” Handler
says. “Sometimes she’d just look
at me and go, ‘You're so weird.’
She still does that.”

Family matters

Off-set, Witherspoon spends
far more time in her favorite role:
mom. But it’s not always easy
being a movie star, a mom and a
wife. “It's always sort of a hustle.
But any woman who works who
has kids knows what that hustle
is, and you sort of weigh the guilt
meter and how you feel about
working on location.”

She plans to go on location this
summer to shoot new film Big
Eyes, which means “a lot of air-
planes traveling back and forth”
to maintain mom'’s presence at
home. Her children don’t watch
her movies, and she’s cautious
about social media.

“When you have kids, too, you
get very protective. I think about
what the Internet is and the re-
percussions of that expanse of
people having your personal in-
formation. I get very protective of
my own kids in that capacity.
They’re not on any of it.”

And Witherspoon is beginning
to experience a new chapter of
motherhood: Daughter Ava, 12, is
almost a teenager. “I actually
have a great relationship with my
daughter, and it’s exciting to see
her grow up. She’s a wonderful
young lady.” Son Deacon is 8.
Their dad is Witherspoon’s ex,
Ryan Phillippe.

The newlywed says romance in
her marriage to Toth is in bloom.
“Hopefully you always have ro-
mance in your life,” Witherspoon
says. “I think that’s part of keep-
ing life interesting.”

Pine and Hardy have their own
advice for the romance-chal-
lenged on holidays and birthdays.

“I think simple is better,” Pine
says. “I don't think you can go
wrong with flowers. That's the

bottom line.”

“I think 101 is not to forget,”
Hardy adds.

Witherspoon seconds that.
Guys: “Don’t go to Siberia,” she
warns.

Sea turtles have lived in the world’s oceans for
over 150 million years. Sadly, these ancient reptiles
are now globally threatened with extinction. Many
populations are declining as a result of hunting,
increasing coastal development, incidental capture
in fisheries, degradation and destruction of nesting
beaches, and marine pollution. You can help pro-
tect them by following these simple guidelines.

TURTLE FACTS

* All species of sea turtle are endangered and
need protection.

*Turtles can drown if they are prevented from
reaching the surface of the sea to breathe.

* Litter is dangerous, especially plastic bags,
which can be mistaken for jellyfish—a favorite tur-
tle food.

* Turtles remain in the same region for years
and, as adults, return to the same nesting area year
after year. If a nesting colony is destroyed, the tur-
tles may never return.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

* Support local sea turtle conservation initia-
tives—make a donation or consider volunteering.

* Participate in local sighting networks and
complete all wildlife sighting forms.

* Do not buy or sell turtle products—turtles
are strictly protected under CITES (Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora) and most national laws.

Good Environmental Practices

Turtle Watching

IN THE WATER

* Watch for turtles while boating—boat strikes
can kill.

* When in the water, keep your distance and
avoid startling turtles. Do not disturb resting,
sleeping or feeding turtles.

* Approach turtles slowly and calmly and move
away if they show signs of distress.

* Never try to spear, harass, catch, or ride turtles.

* Do not touch or feed turtles.

Participating in responsible turtle watching pro-
grams can help raise awareness of the need to pro-
tect turtles.

Be sure to find out about local laws and regula-
tions, as they may differ from these general guide-
lines.

ON THE BEACH

During breeding seasons, some special con-
siderations should be taken when visiting turtle
nesting beaches.

The Coral Reef Alliance (CORAL) is a mem-
ber-supported, non-profit international organiza-
tion dedicated to keeping coral reefs alive around
the world. Visit our website http://www.coral.org

Visit the Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle
Conservation Network (WIDECAST) website at
http://www.widecast.org for more information on
marine turtles and turtle conservation




